
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION 
SCIENCE & TV BRANCH 

OLD GARGI COLLEGE BUILDING LAJPAT NAGAR 
NEW DELHI -110024 

No:-DE-40(6)/13/scB/2021/e321, 31 	 Date:- i_  I R12)  

CIRCULAR 

Sub:- Essay Writing Competition in the Schools of the National Capital Territory 

of Delhi on Single use Plastic (SUP) reg. 

Please find enclosed herewith the letter dated 18/06/2021 of Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India 

regarding organizing of Essay Competition in the Schools of Delhi on the theme "A 

Future without Plastic Waste-Through Sustainability and Circularity". The 

Competition will be held in online mode and started in July, 2021 and must be 

completed by 30 September, 2021. Necessary guidelines are enclosed. 

All the District DDE's are requested to constitute District Level Committee to 

evaluate the same as per the guidelines. 

Thus, all the HoS are hereby requested to motivate the students for 

maximum participation of the students and do the needful. 

Encl.: As above. 

( 	 ) 
ADDL. DIRECTOR OF ED 	e 

To 
All District DDEs/Zonal DDEs, Directorate of Education, 

No:-DE-40(6)/13/SCB/20212m —S) 
	

Dated: 14 1 bpi 

Copy to:- 

1. PS to Director of Education, Directorate of Education, GNCT of Delhi. 

2. All the Heads of Govt./Govt. Aided & Unaided Recognized schools, 

Directorate of Education, Delhi, GNCT of Delhi 

3. OS (IT) with the request to upload the circular on department website in Public Circulars. 

1.0v\  fv\p2 \ 
L 

(DR. SUD KA1VGAIKWAD) 
DEPUTY DIR TOR (SCIENCE) 



Yours faithfully 

	

1191 	(Dr. K.S. Jayachandran) 

	

V 	Special Secretary (knv.) 

C(}4\1 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
GOVERNMENT OF NCI.  OF DELHI 

6th  Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. 	CW 	 110002 

60' 

No.F.1/344/Em ./Estt./SU P/202 I / /157 	 Dated: 

To 
,, 1he Directorate of Education 

Govt. of NCI' of Delhi 
Old Secretariat, Near Vidhan Sabha. 
Civil Lines, Delhi 	110054. 

Subject: Essay Writing Competith 	in the Schools of the 'National Capital 
Territory of Delhi on Single t 	P Astics (SUP). 

Sir/Madam, 

With reference to D.( • letter No. 17/6/2021-1ISMD dated 18.06.2021 
\,‘ Screceived from Ministry of En ri -onment, Forest & Climate Chante,  Govt. of India 

1 7 (copy enclosed) which is regarding the organiiing, of Essay Writing Competition in 
the schools of Delhi on the theme "A. Future without Plastic Waste-through 
Sustainahility and Circularity". The competition may he held in online mode 
and is to be started in July 2021 and must be eompleted,by 30 Sept' 2021. it is 
also requested to constitute the NCI' & District I .evel Committees to evaluate the 
entries as per guidelines. 

Action taken in this regard nay please he intimated to this cicpArtil-P.ml. 
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JOINT SECRETARY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST 

AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

D.0 No: 17/6/2021-HSMD 
Date: 18th  June, 2021 

. - 
India has committed to phase out identified single-use plastics (SUP) by 2022. Hon'ble 

'16  

Prime Minister reviewed the issue of the elimination of single use plastics in the PRAGATI 

meeting held on February 24, 2021. As per the instructions received from Prime Minister's 

Office (PMO), pursuant to the PRAGATI meeting, a targeted and wider awareness campaign has 

to be launched. In this regard, a pan India essay writing competition is to be organized for 

school students. 

Awareness generation is important for bringing about a behavioural change with respect 

to using single-use plastic items. Hon'ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

d---on June 8, 2021 while launching a two month long 'Awareness Campaign on Single-Use 

Plastics-20221', annou.ncecrttiata. da 1. hidIa e.ssay wiltirig•com-petition for si_lool .7>tudents-cr 
• 

theme `A7Fu;:are without Plastic Waste — through Sustainability and Circularity' will be V 

held. It is envisaged that the essay writing competition will be held in all the districts of the a. 

country. 
a 

he main objectives of the essay writing competition are to foster the engagement of 

:-Z--,4ehool students on the issues of plastic waste management and elimination of single-use plastic 

items. To ensure maximum participation of students, essays can be written in Hindi or English or 

A•egional language of the Union Territory. You are requested to get the competition organised in 
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by the district administration. The competition will be anchored through the district 

e school education Departments under the leadership of District Administration 

your Union Territory. The schools covered under Kendriya Vidyalaya 
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It is also requested that Regional Committees may be constituted to evaluate th 

entries as per the annexed guidelines. 

• 

It is requested that the School Education Department of the NCT Government 	the 

District Collectors/District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioners may he s 	 d'secteci 

about the ol-ganization of pan-India essay writing competition for school students. The 

competition is to be started in July 2021 and must be completed by 30 September 2021. It 

would be held in online mode. It is also requested that NCT Level Committee drid Distd.cL 

Level Committees may be constituted to evaluate the entries as per the annexed guidelines. 

I would request your intervention and support for effective implementation of the 

essay writing competition in the schools of the National Capital Territory. This would go a 

long way in engagement of the younger generation in tackling the plastic pollution in 

efie'tive ripd 	mcrnn .r. 

Yours sincerely 

10, 
11 	A 

(Naresh PalpGangw 

Shri Vijay Kumar Dev 
Chief Secretary, 
Govt. of NCT Delhi, 
Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, 
New Delhi- 110002. 



BACKGROUND 

1, India has pledged to phase out Single Use Plastic (SUP) by 2022 or World 
Environment Day, 2018. Further, Hon ble Prime Minister re-emphasized the 
commitment to phase out single use plastic by stating about it in his speech at 
the inauguration of Swachh Bharat Diwas on 2nd October, 2019. 

2. Hon'ble Prime Minister reviewed the issue of Elimination of Single Use Plastic 
during PRAGATI meeting held on 24th February 2021, The pan India essay 
writing competition would help in establishing a strong and robust engagement 
with students on the issu of reducing plastic pollution and elimination of SUP. 

3. Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), 
Government of India is organizing a pan-India essay writing competition for 
school students at the secondary( 8th, 9th and 10th graders) and senior 
secondary(1 1th and 12th graders) stages on the theme 'A future without 
littered plastic waste and single use plastic items through sustainability 
and circularity' . The conipetition will be organized in close collaboration with 
the Ministry of Education. 

OBJECTIVE 

4. The main objective of the essay writing competition is to foster the engagement 
of school students in the campaign on plastic waste management 	and 
elimination of littered Single Use Plastic items. 

ELIGIBILITY 

5. Competition shall be open for students studying in schools In India. 

6, Competition wilt be held in the following two categories of school stude ra  

Students of classes 8,9 and 10, and 
Students of classes 11 and 12. 

7. The upper ago limit for class 12th school students would be 13 years as or, 

:31,3,2021. 
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TOPICS FOR ESSAY 

8. The topics for essay category-wise is given below: 

S. No. Category Essa 	To  •  ics 
Students of classes 8,9 
and 10 

• Principles of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle in 
Plastic Waste Management 

• Innovative Ideas for Zero Plastic Waste 
School Events 

• Reducing the Impacts of Single Use 
Plastic Products through Alternative 
Products 

2 Students of classes 11 
and 12 

• Creating a Circular Economy for Plastic 
Waste - Role of Citizens 

• Reducing Single Use Plastic Pollution: 
Role of youth 

• Mainstreaming Alternatives to Single 
Use Plastic Products through Innovation 
and Creativity 

ORGANIZATION OF COMPETITION 

9. The competition for the schools under KVS and NVS would be held at the 
regional and national levels. 

SUBMISSION FORMAT OF ENTRIES 

10. Entries may be in either in English or Hindi or regional language of the state. 
The entries should be submitted in PDF file format only within the word limit of 
500- 800 words. 

11. Write-up text should be submitted in readable Font of Hindi/English. Font size 
should be 12 for English and 14 for Hindi/Regional language. Line spacing 
should be 1.5 only. 

SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES 

12.The entries would be submitted by participating students to their respective 
schools before the due date. 

13.The entries shall be submitted by students to the school, either in English, Hindi, 
or respective regional language of the State, where school is present. 
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14. Every participating student can send one entry only. In case, it is found that any 
participant has submitted more than one entry, all the entries will be considered,  
as invalid. 

15.The entry should be original. Copied entries will not be considered under the 
contest. 

16.The participant must be the same person who has written the write-up and 
plagiarism would not be accepted. Please note that the essay must be original 
and should not violate any provision of the Indian Copyright Act, 1957. 

17.Anyone found infringing on others' copyright would be disqualified from the 
competition. Government of India does not bear any responsibility for copyright 
violations or infringements of intellectual property carried out by the 
participants. 

18. Each school shall submit the best three entries, from that school, for English, 
Hindi and regional language of that state, separate far each category, for 
competition at the regional level. 

SELECTION OF AWARD-WINNING ENTRIES 

19.All the entries received within the due date will be placed before District level, 
State level and National Committee, as applicable, for final selection as per 
procedure detailed out below. The decision of the Selection Committee (s) shall 
be final and binding on all the contestants. Any legal proceedings arising out of 
the competition/its entries/ winners shall be subject to jurisdiction of Delhi only. 

CRITERIA OF EVALUATION 

21. The write-ups will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

• Central theme — contextual (20%) 
• Coherence and organization in structure (20%) 
• Creativity and innovation (40%) 
• Clarity in language expression and style (20%) 

EVALUATION COMMITTEES — DISTRICT, STATE AND NATIONAL LEVEL 

District Level Committee 

22. The entries shall be evaluated at the district level by a District- Level committee. 
The District Collector will constitute a committee under District Education 
Officer with the support from the District Institute of Education and Training 
(DIET) or similar organisation to examine and evaluate the entries to select the 
top three essays in two distinct categories, and for each language i.e. Hindi, 
English and the respective regional language, as applicable. 
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23. The Committee shall evaluate entries and identify the top three winning entries 
(1st, 2nd and 3rd Prize), for each category and for each language. These 
winning entries from each district of the state shall be forwarded to State School 
Education Department. 

State Level Committee 

24. The award winning entries from each district will become a pool of top essays 
at the state level and will be considered for selecting State level winners. 

25. The ACS/Principal Secretary (School Education) will constitute a committee at 
the state level for evaluation of entries with the representatives from State 
School Education Department and State Council of Educational Research and 
Training (SCERT) or similar organisation. The respective State Nodal Agencies 
under Eco-club/National Green Corps program of the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) may provide necessary support to the 
Committee. 

26. The State Level committee will evaluate the entries and identify the top three 
entries, under the two categories, and for each language i.e. English, Hindi and 
Regional language of the State/UT, as applicable. 

27. The award winning essays from each state/UT will become a pool of selected 
essays for final selection at the national level. 

National Level Committee 

28. The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) will 
constitute a committee for evaluating entries received from the States / UTs. 
The committee will have representative from Ministry of Education, 
Government of India. 

29. The Committee shall recommend top three entries, under each category and 
for each language i.e. English, Hindi and any top three from amongst all the 
regional languages for award at the national level. 

AWARDS — DISTRICT, STATE AND NATIONAL LEVEL 

30. The Award details are given as under: 

District Level awards 
(Total Awards: 18) 
(Awards for each category: 9 — Three each for each language English, 
Hindi and Regional Language) (Two categories) 

I st Prize - Award Certificate 
2nd Prize - Award Certificate 
3rd Prize - Award Certificate. 
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State / UT Level Award 

(Total Awards: 18) 
(Awards for each category: 9 — Three each for each language English, 
Hindi and Regional Language) (Two categories) 

1st Prize - Rs. 5000 + 
Award Certificate 
2nd Prize - Rs. 3000 + 
Award Certificate 
3rd Prize - Rs.2000 + 
Award Certificate 

National Level Award 

(Total Awards: 30) 
(Awards for each category: 15 — Five each for each language English, 
Hindi and Regional language(From amongst all regional languages)) 
(Two categories) 

1st Prize - Rs. 25,000 + Award Certificate 
2nd Prize - Rs. 15, 000 + Award Certificate 
3rd Prize - Rs. 10, 000 + Award Certificate 
Consolation Prizes (2) - Rs. 5,000 Award Certificate 
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