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CIRCULAR 

Subject : 	Ensuring necessary support and continuity of education to the children 
who have lost their parent(s) due to COVID-19. 

In pursuance of joint DO letter No.13-10/2021/IS-11 dated 16/06/2021 of Secretary, 
Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education and Ministry 
of Women and Child Development, Govt. of India (Copy enclosed) all the Regional 
Directors/Dy. Directors of Education (District)/ Dy. Directors of Education (Zones),of 
Directorate of Education, are requested to ensure free education at elementary level in all 
Government and Government Aided schools in their jurisdiction under RTE Act 2009, in 
respect of the children who have lost their parent(s) due to COVID-19. 

This issues with the approval of competent authority. 

(MOHINDER PAL) 
DDE (RTE) 
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Copy to: 

1. PS to Pr. Secretary (Education), DoE. 
2. PA to Director (Education), DoE. 
3. DDE (Coord.), Coordination Branch, DoE. 
4. All RDEs/ District DDEs/DDE (Zones), DoE through website 
5. Programmer (MIS) for uploading the circular. 
6. Guard file 

Dated:-A3/7 
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(MOHINDER PAL) 
DDE (RTE) 



 

• 

Anita Karwal 
	

Ram Mohan Mishra 
Secretary 
	

Secretary 
Government of India 
	

Government of India 
Department of School 
	

Ministry of Women & 
Education & Literacy, 	 Child Development, 
Ministry of Education 	 Shastri Bhawan, 

Shastri Bhawan, 	 New Delhi 
New Delhi 

D.O. No. 13-10/2021-IS-11  

16th  June, 2021 

Dear Chief Secretary, 

As you are aware, Covid-19 has adversely impacted the whole world including India. As a 
result of the pandemic, many children have lost one, and in some cases, both parents to the deadly 
virus. These children are in urgent need of food, shelter & psycho-social support at the moment. The 
Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education and Ministry of Women 
and Child Development (MWCD), Government of India, have taken cognizance of the situation and 
are determined to work jointly towards providing necessary support to these children in need of care 
and protection. 

2. 	In addition to announcements made with regard to PM Care Fund, to ensure continuity of 
education for such students, all efforts should be made to bring such children into the fold of the 
various schemes being run by DoSEL, which are as under : 

2̀ a. Samagra Shiks.ha which ensures equity and inclusion at all levels of school education 
b. Kasturba.Pandhi Balika Vidyalayas residential.schools from class Vito XII for girls belonging 

• to disclvantaged groups such as SC,.ST, OBC, Minority and Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
c. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose residential schools/hostels for educating children without adult 

protection who are in need of shelter and care 
Reimbursement against section 12(1)(c) of RTE Act for educating children belonging to weaker 
section..and..disaelvantaged group in the neighborhood 

5`/6. Provision of free.textbooks, uniforms to all.girls and boys belonging to SC, ST and BPL 
Oreti- e.dUdeitiftOtt.:.,exignentalydeVekin'.:all,,goveremeasiancLgovernment:aided,schools,undox„.,  

412` NITEACtS;  
Mid-Day Meal to all students at elementary level in all government and government aided 
schools 
DoSEL guidelines for educating children of migrant persons dated 13.7.2020. 
Guidelines for access to education with quality and equity and to minimize the impact of the 
pandemic on school education dated Zth  January, 2021 
Covid response action plan sent by DoSEL on 4.5.21 providing for identifying and 
mainstreaming of Out of School Children and ensuring sustained Enrolment, Retention and 
Transition 
Manodarpan for mobilizing psychosocial support for Mental Health and Well Being of Students 
during COVID-19 and beyond 
SAMVAD Centre © NIMHANS for building capacities of service providers including teachers, 
along with the telecounselling facility for children & caregivers. 
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3. 	In view of The tragedy that may have occurred in the life of young school going 
children, following, further action may be ensured: 

-'a. In schools, teachers are the first point of contact for the students and therefore may also be the 
first to come to know about any unfortunate incident in a student's family. As such, teachers 
may be oriented to keep track of students who have lost one or both of their parents due to the 
pandemic. 

b. All teachers should be suitably guided to furnish information relating to such children to 
Childline (1098) who will produce such children before Child Welfare Committee (CWC) within 
24 hours (excluding journey time). 

c. Child Welfare Committee will take necessary steps for care, protection, development and 
rehabilitation of such children who are in need of care and protection. 

d. Further the details of such children may also be furnished to the education officers at District 
level, and further to the State for compilation. 

e. Conversely, the District Education_ Officers should be in active contact with the State 
Department for Child Welfare and proactively procure the details of children orphaned due to 
Covid or such children whose family has lost the breadwinner, so that the educational needs of 
such students may be taken care of in an age-appropriate manner. 

f. Various components of Samagra Shiksha as listed out above maybe utilised appropriately by 
consultation between CWC and District Education Officers. 

g. States/UTs may also let us know about the action taken in this respect to identify such children 
and provide necessary support within one month. 

	

4. 	We would request your personal intervention in the matter so 'as to ensure rehabilitation and 
continuity of education to the children impacted as such by the pandemic. 

Yours Sincerely, 

"-- 

(Anita • twat) 	 (Ram Mohan Mishra) 

To 

1. Chief Secretary,'All States and UTs- 
2. The Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary/Secretary, Department of Education, All 

States and UTs. 
3_ The Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary/Secretary, Department of Women and Child 

Development, All States and UTs. 
4. State Programme Director, Samagra Shiksha, all states and UTs 
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