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New Delhi: Filing onlin
applications in all cen Lre_l
ministries and departments
through a common web-based
platform willbecome areality
from Wednesday At present,
this facility is available only
for 40 mmi:n“mc, depart-
ments and commissions.

Now, the government will
extend this facility to all cen-
fral institutions, including

- ministries, departments and
. commissions, which are cov-

ered under the Right to Infor-

~ mation (RTI) Act, 2005. “The

" minister of stateforpersonnel,

'V Naravanasamy, will formal-

. dy launch this facility here on -
‘Wednesdav”,saidan official.

The government  had
launched an exclusive portal, |

i for this purpose ‘earlier this
* vear, initiatingthisfacilityonly :
. for the guestions asked from -

theministry of personnel. This.
facility was subanuemh ex-

. tended to other ministries, in- "

cluding home, health, external =~

_affairs and agriculture, Presi-

dent Secretariat, Umion Public

 Bervice Commission (UPSC)

- and Vice-President’s Office.
“The portal will now be .

open to entertain gquesiions -

under the RTI Act for all the
remaining ministries from °

+ August 21. The entire website
. isprepared insuch a way that

‘the system would provide on-
line reply to all RTI applica-

- tions,”said theofficial. .

- This portal — developed by
NIC—is afacility for Indian ci- .

. tizens tofile online RTT applica-
“tions and first appeals and also

to make online payment of RTI

- fees. Adepartment of personnel

‘and training (DoPT) note said,
“Theprescribedfees can bepaid

i through Internet banking of .

- StateBank of Indiz and itsasso-
-+ ciate banks as well as by credit

. -ordebit cards of Visaor Master, -

+ through the payment gateway

.- of SBIlinked tothissite™.

TheRTIActmandates time-

-1y response (within 30 days) to
. citizens’ requests for govarn-
» mentinformation. An informa- -
- tionseekerhastopayafeeofRs
£ loforgettmgthemzormahan

- Givingdetails of the guide-

¢ lines for information-seeker, !
*-the ‘department said that the :
i textof theapplication thatcan '}
" be uploaded at the prescribed -
< column (on-the website) was 3
i .=-‘1m11ted to 500 words onls
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